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STEPHEN BAACK
Soldiers from Fort Bliss air defense artillery units leave Memorial Circle after a ceremony in which the U.S. Army ADA School and
Center, 6th ADA Brigade and its three battalions cased their colors in preparation for their move to Fort Sill, Okla.

ADA moves on

Air defense artillery school ends long history at Fort Bliss

WILSON A. RIVERA

Monitor Staff

The organizational colors of the U.S.
Army Air Defense Artillery School and
Center, the 6th Air Defense Artillery Brigade
and its three battalions were cased
Wednesday at Memorial Circle for its relo-
cation to Fort Sill, Okla.

Due to the 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure Act, the ADA school will be consol-
idated with the Field Artillery School and
Center to create a Net Fires Center at Fort
Sill.

“Thank you to those who came before us
in the past, the commandants, sergeants
major and Soldiers that brought the [ADA]
branch to where it is today,” said Maj. Gen
Howard B. Bromberg, Fort Bliss command-
er and commandant of the ADA school.
“I’m absolutely confident that we will set
new standards at our new location, and
absolutely confident that we will remain first
to fire, now and forever.”

During World War II, Fort Bliss’ main
role as a cavalry installation changed to
become an air defense post. In 1940, the War
Department introduced its anti-aircraft
artillery, and between 1948 and 1966, con-
struction began to support AAA and guided
missile programs. In 1954, the U.S. Army
Anti-Aircraft Artillery and Guided Missile
School at Fort Bliss was born. In 1968, the
Air Defense Artillery School was founded.

Now, 41 years later, Fort Bliss is in the
process of transforming from a U.S. Army
Training and Doctrine Command installa-
tion, to a U.S. Army Forces Command
installation which is set to become the future

™

Retired Maj. Gen. Donald Infante, former Fort Bliss commander, Maj. Gen. Howard B.
Bromberg, current post commander, and Brig. Gen. Robert F. Mathews, commander of
the 94th Army Air and Missile Defense Command, Hawaii, passes a replica air defend-
er statue representing the ADA branch from past, present and future, during a color-
casing ceremony held at Memorial Circle Wednesday.

home of the 1st Armored Division, currently
headquartered in Germany.

The ADA school trains Soldiers, Marines,
Sailors, civilians and allied forces in ADA
concepts and weaponry. Curriculums range
from the Patriot missile, Avenger, and man-
portable Stinger systems; Command,
Control, Computers and Intelligence; Basic
Officer Leadership Course; and training

future leaders through the noncommissioned
officer academy.

The 6th ADA Bde. supports and oversees
the school with advanced individual training
for Soldiers in specific military occupational
specialties and common military task train-
ing.

See ADA, Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

“You look at all these [ADA organization] colors
and you know they represent the air defense
branch, and they represent the air defense Soldier,
and the Soldiers of the 6th ADA Bde., who have
always represented [ADA] with great distinction
and will continue to do so. It’s just that they’re
going to have a new home,” said retired Maj. Gen.
Donald Infante, the ceremony’s guest speaker.

The casing of the school’s and 6th ADA Bde.
colors is just the beginning of the future for the
ADA branch. The air defender statue at the
entrance of Pershing Gate will move with the
school to Fort Sill. The statue was modeled after
the soul of the ADA branch and replaced the static
display of a NIKE-AJAX missile, which was the
first operational missile for air defense, said
Infante.

“What better way to represent our Soldiers, our
branch and our weaponry, NCO Corps, high tech-
nology, than with a Stinger statue,” said Infante.

Since Fort Sill will be the new home of the
ADA, the statue will move and be placed in front of
the newly built facilities for the ADA school and
6th ADA Bde. headquarters.

“The ‘First to Fire’ statue will remain a memori-
al for all air defenders past and present, and future,”
said Infante. “As the ‘Iron Mike’ statue at Fort
Bragg, [N.C.], represents the soul of the paratroop-
er, and the ‘Follow Me’ statue at Fort Benning,
[Ga.], represents the soul of the infantry, the ‘First
to Strike’ statue will continue to represent the Soul
of the air defense artillery.

Fiscal 2009 DWIis hy brigade/unit
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Web sites

www.urgjobs.org
www.usajobs.gov
www.cpol.army.mil
wWww.armymwr.com
www.aafes.com
www.blissmwr.com/jobs/
www.milspouse.org
WWW.msjs.org
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Web sites of interest

The Monitor www.fbmonitor.com
Fort Bliss www.bliss.army.mil
William Beaumont Army Medical Center
www.whamc.amedd.army.mil
Department of the Army www.army.mil
Department of Defense www.defenselink.mil
Defense Finance Accounting Service
www.dod.mil/dfas
Army Knowledge Online www.us.army.mil
Civilian Personnel Online www.cpol.army.mil
Fort Bliss MWR www.blissmwr.com
AAFES Job Opportunities
http://odin.aafes.com/employment/hr_info.asp
DeCA Job Opportunities www.commissaries.com/
inside_deca/HR/employment_opportunities.cfm

RENSON * 518 NOT To BE THAT GUY":

The Monitor is an unofficial publication authorized by AR 360-1 and printed each Thursday in the interest of
the Fort Bliss and El Paso, Texas communities. It is the only publication allowed to be distributed on Fort Bliss
property.

The Monitor is published by the Commanding General of Fort Bliss through The Laven Group, LLC, 1420

this page are ads that cannot be considered commercial ventures. Ads must be written on the standard form
published from time to time, or located at Bldg. 15. As classified ads are personal in nature, The Monitor cannot
publish ads received through “Shotgun” mail or by fax.

The Monitor is a registered trademark in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office issued Jan. 12, 1988,

Geronimo, Bldg. E, El Paso, Tx. 79925 (915) 772-0934, fax; 772-1594 ads@lavenpublishing.com, www.laven- #1472244.
publishing.com. Online version at www.fbmonitor.com. Publisher/Commanding General... Maj. Gen. Howard B. Bromberg
The contents of The Monitor are not necessarily the views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the GarrisoN COMMEANTET .........c.eiiiiiieeeeit ettt sttt r e e e eesne e eeee e Col. Edward P. Manning

Public Affairs Officer
Managing Editor ...
Acting Editor .........
Homefront Editor...
Healthbeat Editor. .
Photo Editor-......

................ Jean Offutt
.Jim Gonzales
..Stephen Baack
.Virginia Reza
...Julia Yubeta
.......... Wilson A. Rivera

Department of Defense, the U.S. Army, or The Laven Group, LLC.

The appearance of advertising in The Monitor does not constitute endorsement of the products or services
advertised. Any article or service advertised in The Monitor will be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to any non-merit factor of consumers. If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity poli-
cy by an advertiser is confirmed, advertising from that source will be discontinued until the violation is corrected.

The Monitor has a circulation of 20,000 copies. Editorial content is prepared, edited and provided by the

Public Affairs Office of Fort Bliss, Bldg. 15, (915) 568-4088 or fax (915) 568-3749. 32nd AAMDC. ...Spc. Cassandra Villezcas

Iltems submitted for publication in The Monitor should be sent to The Monitor, Fort Bliss, Texas 79916, by TTEN ADA BAE. ..ottt ettt e et e e e e e e et e e s e e e e ana e e e anreeeeenreaeannaen Sgt. Alexander Burnett
noon on Friday before issue. All submissions become Army property and should be typed, double-spaced with Ath BCT, 1STAD ...t Sgt. Mark Miranda, Spc. Bradley Clark
the author’s name, signature, and mailing address. Photos should have information attached describing photo TSt BCT, 1STAD ... Staff Sgt. Christina Turnipseed, Pvt. Alyse Cooke

and have photographer’s full name. The editor reserves the right to reject or edit all submissions or advertising
that do not conform to The Monitor’s journalistic standards.

All photos are U.S. Army unless otherwise designated.

The Monitor’s classified ad page is a free service reserved for active duty personnel, military retirees, military
family members and DAC'’s only. Because there is no fee, the only advertisements permitted to be published on

5th AD, 1st Army Div. West
5th BCT, 1st AD.....

..................... Sgt. 1st Class Lori A. Kuczmanski
..Sgt. Adam Felix, Sgt. Heather Hubbard
Clarence Davis Il
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